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An eclectic collection of short stories inspired by mythology, fantasy, sci-fi and the paranormal. 
 

A bag travels the universe looking for evil, bigoted civilizations to consume. The machinations of a dark and 
terrible goddess lead to unexpected outcomes. A girl child is married off in a technologically advanced dystopic 
world steeped in prejudice and intolerance. A desperate mother tries to bring her children back to nature from a 
digital existence.  
 

In each of these stories and more, Ashok Banker assaults the senses through shock and awe. Exploring 
overarching themes of love, feminism, equality and social justice, these eleven refreshingly original works of 
imagination are powerful, dark and haunting.   
 

Published in a collection for the first time in India, the tales are macabre yet stunning, honest parables of our 
world. 
 

Ashok K. Banker is the internationally acclaimed author of over sixty published books which have sold over three 
million copies in twenty-one languages and sixty-one countries. He has been credited as the pioneer of Indian 
crime fiction, science fiction, fantasy and horror in English. His hugely successful Ramayana series launched the 
genre of mythological retellings, now India’s biggest selling publishing category. As a journalist, he broke front-
page news for Times of India, Outlook and the Week. As a screenwriter, he created and wrote India’s first TV series 
in English, A Mouthful of Sky, and other highly successful TV serials. 
 

Ashok is of Irish-Portuguese-Sri Lankan-Indian parentage. He was born in and lived in Mumbai before migrating 
permanently to the United States with his family. 
 
USP: 

• Eleven short stories published in a collection for the first time in India. 

• Blood Mangoes was nominated for a Bram Stoker Award; The Goddess Has Many Faces was nominated 
for and won the Utopiales Nantes in France; Six-Gun Vixen and the Dead Coon Trash Gang was nominated 
for a Hugo. 

• My Father Drank My Lover has not been published before and is original to this collection. 

• Overarching themes of love, feminism, equality and social justice. 

• Well written, fast-paced and easy-to-read 

• A must-read for anyone who loves speculative fiction. 
• Ashok Banker has been credited as the pioneer of Indian crime fiction, science fiction, fantasy and horror 

in English. 
 


